Meeting assets for Federal Grant Rule Changes are ready!
Meeting summary 
Quick recap
This meeting focused on new federal grant administration rules that will take effect on October 1st, with Sarah Hendrickson presenting the major changes to the 2 CFR Part 200 Uniform Guidance. Sarah explained that the rules will require political appointees to approve grants instead of peer reviewers, allow federal funding to be canceled if projects no longer align with administration priorities, and implement stricter requirements for cost tracking and international research partnerships. The changes will particularly impact multi-year projects, environmental education programs, and research collaborations across borders, with special attention needed for language related to climate change, DEI initiatives, and other administration priorities. Participants discussed specific concerns about E-Verify requirements for contractors and employees, the impact on small nonprofit organizations, and whether these rules would apply to congressional awards and special recreation user fees. The group also addressed questions about how to respond to the public comment period ending July 13th and strategies for modifying current and future grant applications to comply with the new requirements.
Next steps
Joan
· Save the chat from the meeting and ensure it is available on the CORFA resource website.
· Double-check whether the new grant rules would affect the Fish and Wildlife Service Retiree Association's small grant awards.
Sarah
· Update the presentation to reflect that the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation is not doing public comments, and that the National Council of Nonprofits is.
· Research and provide the most up-to-date information on whether E-Verify requirements apply to all organization employees, board members, volunteers, and sub-awardees by Monday.
· Look into the specific language regarding whether a political appointee can delegate grant approval to staff.
· Investigate whether the new grant rules apply to congressional awards (community project funding) and provide clarity.
· Find out more about how E-Verify applies to matching funds, in-kind contributions, and contractors used as a match.
Tom
· Send information about the upcoming webinar from the other conservation group to Joan.
Summary
Grant Administration Process Discussion
 The main purpose of the meeting was to discuss grant administration processes, with Tom explaining that their group acts as a grants administrator for federal money passed to smaller nonprofits, while Sarah provided context about different federal grant portals including Grant Solutions, Grants.gov, Research.gov, and FAST. 
2 CFR Part 200 Guidance Changes
Sarah presented on proposed changes to the 2 CFR Part 200 Universal Guidance for federal grants, which were published in May and will take effect on October 1st. She noted that the changes align with new administration priorities and are receiving significant attention with about 46,000 comments submitted during the open comment period ending July 13th. The presentation focused on how these changes could affect nonprofits and Friends groups, particularly regarding allowable costs and compliance requirements for existing and new federal awards.
Federal Grant Regulations Updates
Sarah discussed upcoming federal grant regulations affecting Friends groups, particularly those receiving funding through pass-through grants like the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation. She highlighted that while private and foundation grants remain unaffected, federal grants for long-term projects, international collaborations, and large habitat restoration projects will face significant changes including new approval requirements for printed materials and outreach events, restrictions on DEI-related language and climate change references, and the potential for grants to be canceled at any time based on non-compliance issues. The public comment period on these regulations ends on Monday.
Federal Grant Funding Rule Changes
Sarah discussed significant changes to federal grant funding rules, highlighting two major updates: the federal government can now terminate grants if projects no longer align with administration priorities, and political appointees will replace peer reviewers in the approval process. She explained that these changes will increase administrative burdens, particularly affecting nonprofits and smaller organizations, and noted that multi-year projects are at higher risk of funding termination. Sarah advised organizations to consider building financial reserves and breaking down projects into smaller, completed segments to mitigate risks if funding is pulled.
Program Requirements Update Announcement
Sarah announced that starting October 1st, program officers will require more detailed budget and scope of work documentation, including specific itemized references for expenses not mentioned in the original funding opportunity. She highlighted new requirements such as E-Verify registration for contractors and federal government system registrations, noting that these changes have no transition period and apply to all subrecipients. Sarah also warned that proposals involving climate change, equity, or DEI language may face increased scrutiny from political appointees, recommending that proposals frame work around statutory refuge missions rather than these sensitive topics.
Federal Grant International Partnership Requirements
Sarah presented on new federal grant requirements for international partnerships, explaining that researchers will need to justify working with international partners when U.S. alternatives are unavailable. She outlined key actions including submitting public comments on the regulations by Monday, reviewing current federal grants for compliance issues, enrolling in E-Verify, and considering language changes to avoid contentious terms. Joan clarified that while the National Wildlife Refuge Association won't submit comments, the National Council of Nonprofits is doing so, and provided a link for participants to submit their own comments.
New Federal Grant Requirements
The meeting focused on discussing new federal grant requirements, particularly regarding E-Verify implementation for contractors and employees. Sarah explained that while current rules don't require E-Verify for contractors, the new requirements will take effect on October 1st, though specific details about volunteer registration and organizational requirements remain unclear. The group discussed challenges around AI tools for reporting, political appointee approval requirements for grants, and questions about whether congressional awards and special recreation user fees would be affected by these new rules. Sarah committed to providing more clarity on several open questions by Monday, including whether volunteers and matching fund recipients would be subject to the new requirements.



